
4. Pss 88 & 89 both end with a sorrowful prayer. The doxology in 
88:52 is a postscript conclusion to Book III (Pss 73-89), and was 
probably added by the final compilers of the Psalms. 

III. NOTES OF INTEREST 

A. A Long Psalm: Psalm 89 is one of the longest psalms. 

1. By verse count it is shorter than Ps 119 (176 vv.) & Ps 78 (72 vv.). 

2. By Hebrew letter count, it is the 4th longest psalm (1552 letters), a 
close runner up to Ps 18 (1615 letters). 

B. Seven-Fold Goodness: The terms “lovingkindness” and “faithfulness” 
each appear 7 times in the psalm. 

1. Lovingkindness: 1, 2, 14, 24, 28, 33, 49 
Faithfulness: 1, 2, 5, 8, 24, 33, 49. 

2. The term for lovingkindness appears in the plural form in the first 
and last instances (vv. 1, 49). 

3. When the psalmist describes God’s abandoning the kingdom in vv. 
38-51, these words are absent except in a question about their 
absence (v. 49). 

C. The Heavenly Council: As in some other Pss, a council of heavenly 
beings is envisioned (vv. 5-8). Pagan peoples believed in pantheons of 
competing gods, but here all heavenly beings are seen here to be 
subservient to Yahweh and unable to stop His kingdom plan. 

D. The Davidic Covenant Elaborated: Craig Broyles, “We should note this 
version of the Davidic covenant escalates the promises found in 2 
Samuel 7. The Davidic king is not merely “my son” (2 Sam. 7:14) but 
my firstborn. His name will not merely be “great, like the names of 
the greatest men of the earth” (2 Sam. 7:9), he will be the most 
exalted of the kings of the earth. He will have not only rest from 
enemies (2 Sam. 7:10–11) but an empire (Ps. 89:25). He will have not 
only a successor (“he” in 2 Sam. 7:12–15) but a dynasty (“they” in Ps. 
89:30–32). And the “forever” of 2 Sam. 7:16 expands into nearly 5 
verses in Psalm 89 (vv. 33b–37).” 
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I. GENRE:  Royal Lament  

A. This psalm feels like a combination of different kinds of poems. 

1. Vv. 1-18 sound like a hymn of praise for God’s kingship. 

2. Vv. 19-37 sound like a royal psalm, a celebration of God’s 
anointed king. 

3. Vv. 38-51 sound like a lament, focused on God’s seeming 
abandonment of Israel’s king. 

B. There are tight connections between all of these portions, so we 
should not think of the poem as something stitched together. 

C. The phrase “Royal Lament” brings together most of the elements 
mentioned above and gives focus to the conclusion. The psalm is full 
of both faith and confusion as to how God will fulfill His promise to 
the house of David and to the nation of Israel as a whole. 

D. Other psalms which mix different genres of poems include Pss 9-10; 
12; 27; 60; 81; and 95. 

E. Other important royal psalms include Pss 2, 72, 110, and 132. 

II. SETTING & USAGE 

A. AUTHOR: Ethan the Ezrahite 

1. There are perhaps two people named “Ethan.” There is an Ethan 
known as a wise man in Solomon’s court (1 Kgs 4:31), and an 
Ethan who is one of the sons of Korah (1 Chron 6:42; 15:17-19; 
16:41-42; 25:1-6; 2 Chron 5:12; 29:14; 35:15). 



2. It is possible these are one and the same person, though it is 
unknown why 2 Kings would not mention his role in the Temple. 

3. The meaning of the title “Ezrahite” is uncertain. It may mean 
“native,” perhaps indicating his at-home-ness at the sanctuary. 

B. BACKGROUND  

1. Ethan was active in ministry from the time of David, through 
Solomon’s reign, and on into the reign of Rehoboam. 

2. His prayer concludes with great distress at the deterioration of 
the kingdom, seeing it defeated & in utter dismay (vv. 38-51). 

a. Some interpreters believe this does not describe events in his 
day but what happened in later days.  

(1) Josiah (600’s BC), the godly king of Judah, was tragically 
killed in battle. 2 Kgs 23:28-30 

(2) Jehoachin (500’s BC), Judah’s last king, was deported to 
Babylon where he lived for almost 4 decades. 

(3) Zurababbel (400’s BC) led the Judeans in rebuilding the 
temple, but the kingship of David was not restored. 

b. If the psalm envisions later events, then either  

(1) Ethan is acting as a prophet, foreseeing future calamities.  

(2) Or “Ethan” is a pen name for later worship leaders who 
took his place, much like the songs of Asaph can refer to 
songs written by Asaphites. 

c. If it is about events in Ethan’s day, he might be lamenting: 

(1) The separation of the kingdom between Rehoboam (in 
Judah) and Jeroboam (in the north). 1 Kings 12 

(2) The invasion of Jerusalem by Pharoah Shishak. 1 Kings 
14:25-28; 1 Chron 12:1-12. 

3. A key event underlying the psalm is the special covenant God cut 
with David, the Davidic Covenant. 2 Samuel 7:8-17; 23:5. 

a. God’s covenants constitute the backbone of the Bible. 

b. The story of God’s covenant with David is one of the key 
vertebrae that holds the Bible together. 

c. The middle portion of Ps 89 (vv. 19-37) is a poetic and musical 
retelling of the great covenant God announced through 
Nathan the prophet. 

(1) God promised to build the house of David and spread its 
reign over all the promised land. 

(2) God promised to discipline the house of David if it erred, 
but not to the point of destruction. 

(3) God promised to preserve the line of David and ensure its 
reign forever. 

(4) All these promises were far greater than anything ever 
promised to the house of Saul, reinforcing the notion that 
David was God’s true choice to be Israel’s king all along. 

C. PLACEMENT 

5. Ps 89 is placed intentionally in a prominent position in the Psalter, 
near the middle of the book and at the close of a section.. 

a. As the conclusion to Book III (Pss 73-89), it is a ballast to the 
messianic hopes of Ps 2 which opens Book I (Pss 1-41).  

b. The fulfillment of the great messianic kingdom is reserved for 
the future. 

6. Pss 88 & 89 are both by unique authors with the title “Ezrahite”: 
Heman (88) and Ethan (89).  

7. Pss 88 & 89 both contain painful laments: Ps 88 is a lament of a 
languishing person while Ps 89 is about the languishing kingdom. 


